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On the Job
Architects design buildings and
other structures. They make
sure buildings are functional,
safe, and economical. They
draw plans of every part of a
building, including the
plumbing and electrical sys-
tems. They also help
choose a building site and decide
what materials to use. Most architects today use
computers in their work, and many are self-employed.

Subjects to Study
Math, English, drawing courses, drafting, computer science, shop and tech-
nology courses

Discover More
What does your dream house look like? Using graph
paper, draw a room-by-room floor plan of your ideal
home. Include all the elements you would like—maybe
a fireplace, an exercise room, a game room, or a spa.
Don’t forget the practical rooms—everyone needs a
kitchen and a bath!

Related Jobs
Construction managers, landscape architects, engineers,
urban and regional planners, interior designers, com-
mercial and industrial designers, graphic designers 

Architects, Except Landscape &
Naval

Architecture can be a tricky business. Take, for exam-

ple, the bell tower for a certain cathedral in the Italian

city of Pisa. Before it was even completed (in 1174), it

began to lean—which is why the top section is still

kinked. The Leaning Tower of Pisa has been leaning

for more than 800 years now, and architectural engi-

neers are still finding new ways to keep it propped up!

SOME T H I N G E X T R A

Education & 
Training
Bachelor’s degree

Earnings
$$$$$

Job Outlook
Average increase
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